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CONTAINER 



TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001] This application relates to containers which are nestable and stackable with one 
another and, more particularly, to nestable and stackable containers used in storing and 
transporting meat or produce. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] Plastic rectangular containers which are open at the top have various industrial, 
commercial, and domestic applications. Such bins have four sides and a bottom, and often have 
handles positioned near the top of two opposing sides to facilitate carrying. Typically the four 
sides are angled outward, enabling an empty container to nest inside another empty container. 
This saves space in storing and transporting empty containers. However, this configuration, 
whereby the four sides are outwardly angled to enable nesting, may allow the contents of the 
container, particularly produce, to slip or shift in position when the containers are moved or 
transported. Containers with sides perpendicular to the container bottom limit slipping and/or 
—shifting but require-more -space- to-store-than-docrates with sides that are angled outward.. 
Collapsible containers require less storage space and may have perpendicular sides that limit 
slippage but are costly and require substantial time to assemble and disassemble. Moreover, 
collapsible containers typically have intricate parts that make cleaning difficult and thus allow 
the growth of bacteria over time, a particularly undesirable characteristic in crates typically used 
to transport produce. 

[0003] Bails are typically used in pairs and are positioned along opposing sides of a 
storage container. Such bails are typically adapted to shift between an outward position flush 
with the sides and a position inward of the sides. In their inward position, the bails support the 
bottom of an upper container in a stacking position on top of a lower container. This prevents 
the contents of the lower container from being damaged when one container is stacked on top of 
another container. In their outward position, the bails are flush with the sides, allowing an empty 
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container to nest inside another empty container. This saves space in storing and transporting 
empty containers. Typically bails shift from inward position to outward position by pivoting 
within an arced or circular opening. Such an opening may not firmly fix bails in position and 
may allow bail movement in a direction normal to the length of the bail. 

[0004] When multiple nestable containers are stacked on top of each other using bails, 
the stack may become unstable. Because the sides of nestable containers are outwardly angled, 
the footprint of the container bottom is smaller than is the footprint of the top of the crate. The 
bails, which are positioned along the top of the crate, are wider than is the portion of the 
container bottom which rests on the bails. As a result, an upper-stacked container can slide along 
the bails of a lower stacked crate. If multiple upper-stacked crates are free to slide to a non- 
centered position, a stack of crates may become unstable. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

[0005] One aspect of the present invention is a nestable container comprising a bottom, 
four peripheral walls extending upwardly from said bottom, the four peripheral walls including a 
pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of the opposing side and end 
walls - including ; an" exterior surface and an interior-surface, at-least-a -portion of said opposing 
side and end walls extending outwardly from said container bottom such that the angle between 
said container bottom and said portion of said opposing side and end walls is obtuse, interior 
projections positioned along the interior surface of at least one of said pair of opposing side walls 
or said pair of opposing end walls, the interior projections having an interior surface, said interior 
surface of said interior projections positioned substantially at a right angle to said bottom. 

[0006] Another aspect of the present invention is a nestable container comprising, a 
bottom, four peripheral walls extending upwardly from the bottom, the four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of the opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of the 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from the container bottom such that the angle 
between the container bottom and the portion of the opposing side and end walls is obtuse, four 
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vertical slots, two of the vertical slots positioned within each of the pair of opposing side walls or 
within each of the pair of opposing end walls, and a pair of bails, each bail including a straight 
bar abutted by two U-shaped end portions, the straight bar being parallel to the pair of opposing 
side walls or to the pair of opposing end walls, the U-shaped ends portions including a terminal 
point, the terminal point positioned within the vertical slot. 

[0007] Yet another aspect of the present invention is a nestable container comprising, a 
bottom, four peripheral walls extending upwardly from the bottom, the four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of the opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion Of the 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from the container bottom such that the angle 
between the container bottom and the portion of the opposing side and end walls is obtuse, and a 
means for substantially limiting the shifting or slipping of container contents during transport. 

[0008] Still another aspect of the present invention is a nestable container comprising a 
bottom, four peripheral walls extending upwardly from the bottom, the four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of the opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of the 
opposing side and end wairs^eXtending outwardly from the container bottom- suclUhat the angle 
between the container bottom and the portion of the opposing side and end walls is obtuse, a pair 
of bails, and a means for limiting the ability of the container to slide along the bails of a lower 
stacked container when the container is stacked on top of the bails of the identical container. 

[0009] Still another aspect of the present invention is a nestable container comprising a 
bottom, four peripheral walls extending upwardly from the bottom, the four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of the opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of the 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from the container bottom such that the angle 
between the container bottom and the portion of the opposing side and end walls is obtuse, at 
least one vent opening disposed within at least one of the pair of opposing side walls or the pair 
of opposing end walls, a pair of bails, and at least one external projection positioned along the 
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exterior surface of at least one the pair of opposing side walls or the pair of opposing end walls, 
the external projections being positioned directly beneath at least one of the vent openings, the 
external projections having an external surface, the external surface being positioned so as not to 
impede the nesting of one container within another identical container. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[00010] For the purpose of illustrating the invention, the drawings show a form of the 
invention that is presently preferred. However, it should be understood that the present invention 
is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown in the drawings, wherein: 

[0001 1] FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of a container according to one embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[00012] FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of a container according to the embodiment of FIG 

[00013] FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of a container according to the embodiment 

of FIG ■ ~ -. 

[00014] FIGURE 4 is an end elevational view of a container according to the 
embodiment of FIG 1. 

[00015] FIGURE 5 is a bottom plan view of a container according to the embodiment of 

FIG1. 

[00016] FIGURE 6 is a bottom perspective view of a container according to another 
embodiment of the present invention. 

[00017] FIGURE 7 is a side elevational view of a container according to the embodiment 
of FIG 6. 
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[00018] FIGURE 8 is a top perspective view of a container according to the embodiment 
of FIG 6. 

[00019] FIGURE 9 is an end elevational view of a container according to the 
embodiment of FIG 6. 

[00020] FIGURE 10 depicts a container according to the embodiment of FIG 6 stacked 
on top of the bails of an identical container. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[00021] Figures 1-5 illustrate a container 10 according to the present invention. 
Container 10 includes a bottom 12 and four peripheral walls 14 extending upwardly and 
outwardly from bottom 12. The four peripheral walls 14 include a pair of opposing side walls 16 
and a pair of opposing end walls 18. The side and end walls 16 and 18 have an exterior surface 
20 and an interior surface 22. Interior projections 24 are positioned along interior surface 22 of. 
either or both of opposing side walls 16 and opposing end walls 18.. 

[00022] Container bottom 12 includes an upper surface 26 and an underside 28. The 
upper surface 26 of container bottom 12 is substantially flat across the entire surface. Container 
bottom 12 further includes a plurality of circular drainage holes 30 and rectangular drainage 
holes 32. Circular drainage holes 30 form two diagonal lines across container bottom 12 
resulting in an X pattern. Circular drainage holes 30 are evenly spaced along each of the two 
diagonal lines. Rectangular drainage holes 32 are arranged in a series of twelve rows 34 and ten 
columns 36 extending across container bottom 12 resulting in a grid-like pattern. Rows 34 run 
parallel to opposing side walls 16. Columns 36 run parallel to opposing end walls 18. 
Rectangular holes 30 within rows 34 and columns 36 are evenly spaced with the exception that 
there is a greater space between the two rows 34 adjacent side walls 16 than there is between the 
remaining rows 34. 
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[00023] Four peripheral walls 14 extend upwardly from container bottom 12. The four 
peripheral walls 14 include a pair of opposing side walls 16 and a pair of opposing end walls 18. 
Opposing side and end walls 16 and 18 include an exterior surface 20 and an interior surface 22. 
Opposing side and end walls 16 and 18 extend outwardly from container bottom 12 such that the 
angle between said container bottom 12 and each of said opposing side and end walls 16 and 18 
is obtuse. 

[00024] A container according to the present invention may include a series of vent 
openings 37 and handle cut-outs 38. In container 10, each of opposing side walls 16 includes 
five vent openings 37. Vent openings 37 are tapered such that they are wider at their base 40 
than at their top 42. The base 40 of vent openings 37 begins slightly above crate bottom 12 such 
that the distance between base 40 and crate bottom 12 is approximately 1/16 of the height of 
opposing side walls 16. The top 42 of vent openings 37 is approximately 3 / 4 of the way up 
opposing side wall 16. Vent openings 37 are equally spaced along the horizontal length of 
opposing side walls 16. As used herein "horizontal length" refers to the length between each of 
opposing end walls 18. 

[00025] "A^container according -to -the present invention- may-include interior projections. 
24 positioned along the interior surface 22 of the side walls 16 or the end walls 18. Interior 
projections 24 may be positioned anywhere along side walls 16 or end walls 18 but are typically 
paired with an opening (like vent openings 37) or a depression in the exterior surface 20 of the 
side walls 16 or the end walls 18 such that when one container is nested with another container, 
interior projections 24 fit within said opening or depression. In container 10, interior projections 
24 include a cap 44 bridging the uppermost portion 46 of vent openings 37, and flanges 48 
extending downwardly from cap 44. Flanges 48 are adjacent to vent openings 37. Cap 44 could 
also be described as a depression 50 in exterior surface 20 of side wall 16. Interior projections 
24 may be of varying size and shape. Alternatively, interior projections 24 could take the shape 
of straight ribs, a cap without flanges, or any other shape that does not impede the container's 
nesting function. In container 10, interior projections 24 are tapered to facilitate nesting. Interior 
projections 24 may be tapered in two ways. First, base 52 of interior projections 24 may be 
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wider than the top 54 of interior projections 24. Second, sides 56 of interior projections 24 may 
be angled inwardly toward each other. Interior projections 24 include an interior surface 58 
facing the inside of container 10. Interior surface 58 of interior projections 24 is positioned 
substantially at a right angle to container bottom 12. 

[00026] Container 10 further includes four vertical slots 60, two vertical slots 60 
positioned within each of opposing side walls 16 or opposing end walls 18. Bails 62 including a 
straight bar portion 64 abutted by two U-shaped end portions 66, are positioned parallel to 
opposing side walls 16 or to opposing end walls 18. U-shaped end portions 66 include a terminal 
point 68 positioned within vertical slot 60. 

[00027] In container 10, each of opposing end walls 18 includes a top surface 70. Top 
surface 70 includes two end points 72 each positioned at one of four corners of container 10. 
Top surface 70 includes an inclined portion 74 immediately adjacent to end points 72, a U- 
shaped notch 76 inward of and adjacent inclined portion 74, and a flat portion 78 inward of said 
U-shaped notch 76. Flat portion 78 is positioned beneath U-shaped notch 76 and is substantially 
parallel to said container bottom 12. Bails 62 are adapted to rest in fixed positions along the top 
surface 70 of end walls 18. Bails 62 can rest in fixed position between end points 72 and 
"inclined portion 74; or within U-shaped notch 76,- or- along -flat-portion -7.8.. Thus inxontainer J0,_ 
bails 62 may rest in three fixed positions. By modification of the contours of top surface 70, 
bails 62 be made to rest in any number of fixed positions. 

[00028] Underside 28 of container bottom 12 includes recessed saddle areas 80 for 
receiving bails 62 when container 10 is stacked on top of the bails of a lower-stacked identical 
container. 

[00029] Figures 6 - 9 depict container 10', another embodiment of the present invention. 
Container 10' shares many of the same features as the above described container 10. As shown 
in FIGS 6 and 8, container 10' includes a bottom 12' and four peripheral walls 14' extending 
upwardly and outwardly from bottom 12'. The four peripheral walls 14' include a pair of 
opposing side walls 16' and a pair of opposing end walls 18'. The side and end walls 16' and 
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18' have an exterior surface 20' and an interior surface 22'. Interior projections 24' are 
positioned along interior surface 22' of either opposing side walls 16' or opposing end walls 18'. 

[00030] Container bottom 12' includes an upper surface 26' and an underside 28'. The 
upper surface 26' of container bottom 12' is substantially flat across the entire surface. 
Container bottom 12' includes a plurality of circular drainage holes 30' and rectangular drainage 
holes 32'. Circular drainage holes 30' form two diagonal lines across container bottom 12' 
resulting in an X pattern. Rectangular holes 32' are arranged in a series of rows 34' and columns 
36' extending across container bottom 12' resulting in a grid-like pattern. Rows 34' run parallel 
to opposing side walls 16'. Columns 36' run parallel to opposing end walls 18'. 

[00031] Still referring to FIGS 6 - 9, four peripheral walls 14' extend upwardly from 
container bottom 12'. The four peripheral walls 14' include a pair of opposing side walls 16' 
and a pair of opposing end walls 18'. Opposing side and end walls 16' and 18' include an 
exterior surface 20' and an interior surface 22'. Opposing side and end walls 16' and 18' further 
include a lower base portion 82 and an upper portion 84. 

[00032] Lower base portion 82 of opposing side and end walls 16' and 18' may be 
"positioned' at "varying angles withrespect to-container-bottom- 1-2-'.- In container .10'. lower base_ 
portion 82 is positioned at an angle of approximately 95° with respect to container bottom 12'. 
Lower base portion 82 is approximately Va of the total height of opposing side and end walls 16 
and 18. Upper portion 84 of opposing side and end walls 16' and 18' extends outwardly from 
container bottom 12' such that the angle between said container bottom 12' and upper portion 84 
of said opposing side and end walls 16' and 18' is obtuse. Upper portion 84 may be positioned 
at varying obtuse angles with respect to container bottom 12'. In container 10', upper portion 84 
is more obtuse (i.e., further from perpendicular) than lower base portion 82. A beveled ledge 86 
is formed where lower base portion 82 joins with upper portion 84. Beveled ledge 86 may be 
positioned at varying angles. In container 10' beveled ledge 86 is positioned at approximately a 
45 degree angle with respect to lower base portion 82. 
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[00033] Side walls 16' and end walls 18' may include a series of vent openings 37' and a 
handle cut-out 38' Vent openings 37' may include mid-vent openings 88 and end-vent openings 
90. In container 10', mid-vent openings 88 are tapered such that they are wider at their base 40' 
than at their top 42'. The base 40' of mid-vent openings 88 can be positioned any height above 
container bottom 12'. In container 10', the base 40' of mid-vent openings 88 begins above crate 
bottom 12' such that the distance between base 40' and crate bottom 12' is approximately 1/8 of 
the height of opposing side walls 16'. The top 42' of mid-vent openings 88 may be positioned at 
any height. In container 10' top 42' is approximately 2/3 of the way up opposing side wall 16'. 
Mid-vent openings 88 may be positioned anywhere along side walls 16' and end walls 18'. In 
container 10', mid- vent openings 88 are equally spaced along side wall 16' such that each mid- 
vent openings 88 is the same distance from the closest end wall 18' and the same distance from 
mid-point 92 of side wall 16'. End-vent-openings 88 may be of varying size and shape. In 
container 10' end-vent openings 88 have an irregular shape and abut end walls 18. End-vent 
openings 90 include angled vent-side 94. Angled vent-side 94 is outwardly angled. 

[00034] End walls 18' include a series of small vent openings 96. 

[00035] Upper portion 84 includes interior projections 24' positioned along the interior 
" surface~22' of"the"side walls-16'- or- the- end -walls ! 8-.— As discussed above_with_respect Jo. 
container 10, interior projections 24' can be positioned anywhere along side walls 16' or end 
walls 18' and can be of varying size and shape. Interior projections 24 are typically paired with 
an opening (like vent openings 37') or a depression (like depression 50') in the exterior surface 
20' of the side walls 16' or the end walls 18' such that when one container is nested with another 
container, interior projections 24' fit within said opening or depression. 

[00036] Container 10' includes four interior projections 24' on each of the side walls 16'. 
These four interior projections 24' include two end-projections 98 positioned at opposing ends of 
side walls 16' and two mid-projections 100 'positioned between end-projections 98. End - 
projections 98 have an asymmetric barbell-like shape and are positioned abutting end walls 18' 
and directly above end-vent-openings 90. End-projections 98 include a flange 102 extending 
downwardly from one side of end-projections 98. Flange 102 is adjacent to end-vent-openings 
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86. Mid-projections 100 are equally spaced along side wall 16' such that each mid-projection 
100 is the same distance from the closest end wall 18' and the same distance from the midpoint 
92 of side wall 16'. Mid-projections 100 in container 10' have much the same shape as interior 
projections 24 in container 10. Mid-projections 100 include a cap 44' bridging the uppermost 
portion 46' of vent openings 36' and flanges 48' extending downwardly from cap 44.' Flanges 
48' are adjacent to vent openings 37.' Cap 44' could also be described as a depression 50' in 
exterior surface 20' of side wall 16.' Mid-projections 100 differ from the projections described 
with respect to container 10 principally in that the include a groove 104 bisecting cap 44' and 
that cap 44' is proportionally taller in container 10' than in container 10. 

[00037] Interior projections 24' including both end-projections 98 and mid-projections 
100 include an interior surface 58' facing the inside of container 10'. Interior surface 58' of 
interior projections 24' is positioned substantially at a right angle to container bottom 12'. 

[00038] Still referring to FIGS 6 - 9, container 10' may include a pair of bails. Bails may 
be as described with respect to container 10, or they can be configured in an alternate manner. In 
container 10', bails 62' are much as previously described and include a straight bar portion 64' 
abutted by two U-shaped end portions 66'. U-shaped end portions 66' include a terminal point 

[00039] The bails of container 10' differ from those in container 10 in that terminal point 
68 is positioned within arced slot 106 rather than a vertical slot. Container 10' further differs in 
that bails 62' run parallel to end walls 18' rather than side walls 16'. 

[00040] In container 10', each of opposing side walls 16' includes a top surface 108. Top 
surface 108 of side walls 16' includes two end points 110 each positioned at a corner of 
container 10'. Top surface 108 includes an inclined portion 112 immediately adjacent to end 
points 1 10, a first U-shaped notch 1 14 inward of and adjacent inclined portion 108, and a second 
U-shaped notch 116 inward of first U-shaped notch 114. Second U-shaped notch 116 is 
positioned beneath first U-shaped notch 114. Bails 62' are adapted to rest in three fixed 
positions along the top surface 108 of side walls 16'. Bails can rest in fixed position between 
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end points 110 and inclined portion 112, within first U-shaped notch 114, or within second U- 
shaped notch 116. As discussed previously with respect to container 10, top surface 108 may 
be alternately configured to accommodate fewer or more fixed resting positions. Top surface 
108 further includes upper vertical portion 115. 

[00041] Underside 28' of container bottom 12' includes recessed saddle areas 80' for 
receiving bails 62' when container 10' is stacked on top of the bails of a lower-stacked identical 
container. Underside 28' further includes lower vertical portion 1 17. Lower vertical portion 117 
is disposed slightly inward of upper vertical portion 115. [00041] Still referring to FIGS 6 - 9, 
external projections 118 maybe positioned along the exterior surface 20' of opposing side walls 
16' or opposing end walls 18'. External projections 118 can be of varying size, shape, and 
position. In container 10' external projections 1 18 are positioned beneath vent openings 37' and 
beneath mid-projections 100 on the exterior surface 20' of side walls 16'. Three ribs join 
together to give external projections 118 a substantially U-shaped appearance. External 
projections 118 include an external surface 120 and a base 122. External surface 120 is the 
outward facing surface of external projection 118. External surface 120 is positioned inward of 
interior surface 58'. 

[00042] When container 10'is stacked-upon bails 62- ot an identical .container, external 
projections 118 align with mid-projections 100. Because external surface. 120 of external 
projection 118 is positioned inward of interior surface 58' of mid-projection 100, external 
projection 118 does not impede the stacking of container 10' on top of the bails 62' of an 
identical container. When container 10' is stacked upon bails 62' of an identical container, there 
is a small amount of clearance between external surface 120 of external projection 118 and 
interior surface 58' of mid-projection 100. 

[00043] Container 10' further includes a notch 124 within lower base portion 82 of 
opposing side walls 16'. Notch 124 includes a base 126. When container 10' is nested within an 
identical container, base 122 of external projection 118 rests upon base 126 of notch 124 
controlling the nesting depth of container 10'. 
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[00044] In use, the features of containers 10 and 10' confer substantial advantages. 
Interior projections 24 and 24' offer an advantage over prior art containers by giving the 
containers the advantages of both a perpendicular wall crate and a nestable crate without the 
drawbacks of a collapsible crate. By presenting a surface substantially perpendicular to crate 
bottom 12 and 12', interior surface 58 and 58' of interior projections 24 and 24' substantially 
limits the shifting or slipping of container contents during transport. And, because interior 
projections 24 and 24' are positioned on outwardly angled side or end walls, the containers 
remain nestable, reducing the amount of space required to store empty containers. Interior 
projections 24 and 24' also present a simple, easily cleaned structure, in contrast to the intricate 
bacteria-collecting structure of a prior art collapsible container. 

[00045] The provision of bails 62 and 62' allows containers 10 and 10' to be stacked on 
top of one another when loaded without damaging the contents of the containers. In container 10, 
the combination of top surface 70 of end walls 18, including inclined portion 74, U-shaped notch 
76, and flat portion 78 with pivoting bail 62 enables three separate stacking positions. Similarly, 
in container 10', the combination of top surface 108 of side walls 16', including inclined portion 
1 12, first U-shaped notch 1 14, and second U-shaped notch 1 1 6 with pivoting bail 62' also enable 
three separate stacking positions. Running bails 62' parallel to the shorter end walls 18' of 
"container 10 '-provides greater bail-strength -than would -running bails. 62^ .parallel to_side_ walls 
16'. 

[00046] External projections 118 offer advantages over the prior art because they 
improve the stability of a stack of containers when one container is stacked on top of the bails of 
an identical container. Because the sides of nestable containers are outwardly angled, the 
footprint of the container bottom is smaller than is the footprint of the top of the crate. The bails, 
which are positioned along the top of the crate, are wider than is the portion of the container 
bottom which rests on the bails. As a result, an upper-stacked container can slide along the bails 
of a lower stacked crate. If multiple upper-stacked crates are free to slide to a non-centered 
position, a stack of crates may become unstable. External projections 118 limit the ability of a 
container to slide along the bails of a lower stacked container by effectively expanding the 
footprint of the base of the container. Container 10' is free to slide along the bails of a below 
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stacked container only to the extent of the clearance between external projections 118 and 
interior projections 24'. One can control the extent to which a container can slide along the bails 
of another container by modifying the amount of clearance between external projections 1 18 and 
interior projections 24 \ 

[00047] Recessed saddle areas 80 and 80' in undersides 26 and 26' of container bottoms 
12 and 12' further improve stacking stability by preventing containers 10 and 10' from sliding in 
a direction perpendicular to the length of bails 62 and 62' when containers 10 and 10' are 
stacked on top of the bails of an identical container. The interaction of upper vertical portion 115 
with lower vertical portion 117 helps align containers for stacking when container 10' is stacked 
on the bails of an identical lower container. 

[00048] Vertical slots 60 offer advantages over the prior art in helping to fix bails firmly 
in position. Typically bails shift from inward position to outward position by pivoting within an 
arced or circular opening. Such an opening may not firmly fix bails in position and may allow 
bail movement in a direction normal to the length of the bail. Vertical slots 60 help to limit bail 
movement at the pivot point of the bail. 

[00049] Vent openings-37 and 37- allow for air circulation and fluid.drainage and.proyide 
an area within which interior projections 24 and 24' can fit when containers 10 and 10' are 
nested within an identical container. Depressions 50 and 50' in exterior surface 22 and 22' 
similarly provides an area within which interior projections 24 and 24' can fit when containers 
10 and 10' are nested within an identical container. Angled vent-side 94 of end-vent 88 provides 
clearance so that end-projection 118 can fit within end- vent 88 when container 10' is nested 
within an identical container. 

[00050] Beveled ledge 86 helps to align and position trays within container 10' such that 
trays can rest on container bottom 12'. 

[00051] Circular drainage holes 30 and 30' and rectangular drainage holes 32 and 23' 
allow for fluid drainage. 
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[00052] While the invention has been described in connection with what is presently 
considered to be the most practical and preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not to be limited to the disclosed embodiment, but on the contrary, is intended 
to cover various modifications and equivalent arrangements included within the spirit and 
scope of the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A nestable container comprising: 
a bottom; 

four peripheral walls extending upwardly from said bottom, said four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of said opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of said 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from said container bottom such that the angle 
between said container bottom and said portion of said opposing side and end walls is obtuse; 
and 

interior projections positioned along said interior surface of at least one of said pair of 
opposing side walls or said pair of opposing end walls, said interior projections having an 
interior surface, said interior surface of said interior projections positioned substantially at a right 
angle-to said-bottom __ 

2. A container according to claim 1, further comprising: 
a pair of bails; and 

external projections positioned along said exterior surface of at least one of said pair of 
opposing side walls or said pair of opposing end walls, said external projections having an 
external surface, said external surface of said external projections being positioned slightly 
inward of said interior surface of said interior projections, at least a portion of said external 
projections aligning with said interior projections when said container is stacked on said bails of 
an identical container. 
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3. A container according to claim 1, further comprising: 
a pair of bails; and 

a means for limiting the ability of said container to slide along bails of a lower stacked 
container when said container is stacked on top of said bails of said lower stacked container. 

4. A container according to claim 1, wherein said interior projections are tapered to 
facilitate nesting. 

5. A container according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said pair of opposing side walls 
or said pair of opposing end walls includes vent openings, and wherein at least a portion of said 
interior projections is positioned adjacent to said vent openings. 

6. A container according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said pair of opposing side walls 
or said pair of opposing end walls includes vent openings, said vent openings including a 
topmost portion, a portion of said interior projections bridging said topmost portion of said vent 
openings. 



7. A container according to claim 1, further comprising 

four vertical slots, two of said vertical slots positioned within each of said pair of 
opposing side walls or within each of said pair of opposing end walls; and 

a pair of bails, each bail including a straight bar abutted by two U-shaped end portions, 
said straight bar being parallel to said pair of opposing side walls or to said pair of opposing end 
walls, said U-shaped end portions including a terminal point, said terminal point positioned 
within said vertical slot. 

8. A container according to claim 7, wherein each of said pair of opposing end walls 
includes a top surface, said top surface including two end points, each end point positioned at 
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one of four corners of said container, said top surface including an inclined portion immediately 
adjacent to said end points, a U-shaped notch inward of and adjacent said inclined portion, and a 
flat portion inward of said U-shaped notch, said flat portion positioned beneath said U-shaped 
notch, said flat portion being substantially parallel to said container bottom. 

9. A container according to claim 1, further comprising a means for stacking said container 
on top of an identical container without damaging the contents of said identical container. 

10. A nestable container comprising: 
a bottom; 

four peripheral walls extending upwardly from said bottom, said four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of said opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of said 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from said container bottom such that the angle 
between said container bottom and said portion of said opposing side and end walls is obtuse; 

four -vertical slotsr two of said- vertical slots positioned _within_ each of .said, pair 
opposing side walls or within each of said pair of opposing end walls; and 

a pair of bails, each bail including a straight bar abutted by two U-shaped end portions, 
said straight bar being parallel to said pair of opposing side walls or to said pair of opposing end 
walls, said U-shaped ends portions including a terminal point, said terminal point positioned 
within said vertical slot. 

11. A nestable container comprising: 
abottom; 
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four peripheral walls extending upwardly from said bottom, said four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of said opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of said 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from said container bottom such that the angle 
between said container bottom and said portion of said opposing side and end walls is obtuse; 
and 

a means for substantially limiting the shifting or slipping of container contents during 
transport. . 

12. A container according to claim 1 1, further comprising: 

four vertical slots, two of said vertical slots positioned within each of said pair of 
opposing side walls or within each of said pair of opposing end walls; 

a pair of bails, each bail including a straight bar abutted by two U-shaped end portions, 
said straight bar being parallel to said pair of opposing side walls or to said pair of opposing end 
walls, said U-shaped ends portions including a terminal point, said terminal point positioned 
-within-said -vertical- slot. 



13. A container according to claim 12, wherein each of said pair of opposing end walls 
includes a top surface, said top surface including two end points, each end point positioned at 
one of four corners of said container, said top surface including an inclined portion immediately 
adjacent to said end points, a U-shaped notch inward of and adjacent said inclined portion, and a 
flat portion inward of said U-shaped notch, said flat portion positioned beneath said U-shaped 
notch, said flat portion being substantially parallel to said container bottom. 

14. A container according to claim 11, further comprising a means for stacking said 
container on top of an identical below-stacked container without damaging the contents of the 
lower-stacked container. 
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15. A container according to claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

at least one vent opening disposed within at least one of said pair of opposing side walls 
or said pair of opposing end walls; 

a pair of bails; and 

at least one external projection positioned along said exterior surface of at least one said 
pair of opposing side walls or said pair of opposing end walls, said external projections being 
positioned beneath at least one of said vent openings, said external projections having an external 
surface, said external surface being positioned so as not to impede the nesting of one container 
within another identical container. 

16. A container according to claim 11, further comprising: 
a pair of bails; and 

a-hieans for limiting-the ability of said-container. to slide along_bails_of,a_ lower stacked 

container when said container is stacked on top of said bails of said lower stacked container. 

17. A nestable container comprising: 
a bottom; 

four peripheral walls extending upwardly from said bottom, said four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of said opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of said 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from said container bottom such that the angle 
between said container bottom and said portion of said opposing side and end walls is obtuse; 
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a pair of bails; and 

a means for limiting the ability of said container to slide along the bails of a lower 
stacked container when said container is stacked on top of said bails of said identical container. 

18. A nestable container comprising: 

a bottom; 

four peripheral walls extending upwardly from said bottom, said four peripheral walls 
including a pair of opposing side walls and a pair of opposing end walls, each of said opposing 
side and end walls including an exterior surface and an interior surface, at least a portion of said 
opposing side and end walls extending outwardly from said container bottom such that the angle 
between said container bottom and said portion of said opposing side and end walls is obtuse; 

at least one vent opening disposed within at least one of said pair of opposing side walls 
or said pair of opposing end walls; 

apair~bfb~ailsrartd 

at least one external projection positioned along said exterior surface of at least one said 
pair of opposing side walls or said pair of opposing end walls, said external projections being 
positioned directly beneath at least one of said vent openings, said external projections having an 
external surface, said external surface being positioned so as not to impede the nesting of one 
container within another identical container. 
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ABSTRACT 

A nestable container has a bottom and four peripheral walls extending upwardly from said 
bottom. At least a portion of the four peripheral walls extends outwardly from the container 
bottom such that the angle between said container bottom and said portion of said opposing side 
and end walls is obtuse. The four peripheral walls may include interior projections positioned 
substantially at a right angle to said bottom. Said container may further include a pair of bails 
and external projections positioned along said exterior surface of at least one of said peripheral 
walls. Said external projections may be positioned slightly inward of said interior projections, 
so that at least a portion of said external projections aligns with said interior projections when 
said container is stacked on said bails of an identical container. 



